Planning the Music for your Wedding C eremony

Selecting music for your weclcling is a very imPortant part of the Planning process for your
we&&ing ceremony. T he musical selections the bride and groom choose set the mood of the
wedding and reflect the Personality of the couP]e being married. Sandra [Jalleran, the
Director of The Marini String E_nsemb]e, and her co”eagues, have years of exPerience
P]arming and PerForming at we&&ing ceremonies. Every wedding the ensemble PerForms atis
uniclue and sPecia]. Sandra will be happg to help you choose music that reflects your

Persona] style and tastes.
[Here are some guidelines to consider when Planning the music for your we&&ing ceremony:

1. Plan your ceremony carcFu“g before choosing musical selections.
If you know how your ceremony is going to Procee&, thenitis usua”g Fairlg simple to

choose and insert 3ourlcavorite musical selections.

2. | isten to music.

We have twelve traditional classical weclcling selections on our Demo CD This is,
however, on]y avery small samP]ing of the music we Per‘Form. For additional selections, you
may browse our reper’coire list which contains a more comprehensive sclection of titles we
offer. We will also do our best to accommodate other works that you have heard outside of

this list that you feel will enhance your ceremony.

3. Choose a Proccssional coordinator.

At the ceremony, it is essential that someone be available to inform the ensemble
when your we&&ing party is rea&y to }Jegin the Processiona]. Most churches and venues have
a coordinator assigne& to each event. l]cyou do not have a coordinator, it will be necessary
Foryou to choose someone to take on this imPortant resPonsibi]ity, Perhaps a Fami]y member
orfriend. Pe certain to ask someone who is able to remain calm under pressure, as these
duties are crucial to the success oFyour ProcessionaL T here are several Promcessional
ceremony coordinators in the Kochester area who can assist you with your rehearsal and
ceremony coordination. ]Fgou have trouble Finc{ing a coorclinator, Sanclra will be haPPH to

refer you to someone.



4. Organizing the Proccssional.

Musica”y, the Processional is the most comPiicateci part of the ceremony to
coordinate. Ti‘ie ensemble strives to time the music exactiy to give the imPression that the
music endsjust as the last step is taken down the isle. |tis very imPortant for us to know
exactiy how many People will be Processing, and in what order, so that we can ensure more

Preciseig timed music.

e Decide who will process, and in what order.
E_ver9 weciciing is ciiicicerent, and you may choose wiiomeveryou like to be involved in

the Processionai. Some Possibilities to consider are: the Officiant, the Grandparen’cs of

the Bricie and (Groom, the Farents of the Bride and (Groom, the (Groomsmen, the
Briciesmaicis, the ]:lower Giris and Ring Bearers, and of course, the Bricie.

e (Considerthese other activities that could take P]acc cluring the Proccssional.
Wi” an aisle runner be Pu”eci?
Wi” there be candles lit?
When and from where will the groomsmen and Officiant enter?
]t is advisable to inform Sancira of such ciecisions, as ti‘ney can affect the Per‘Formance

O]C the music EOU ChOOSC‘

*  (Chose aformat for the music i:oryour Proccssional.
T here are several ways that music for the Processionai can be organized:

1. ]icgou Preicer that your Processional be simpie, swift, and seamless, then everyone can
process to the same music. | his option is best if you have fewer then 7 Peopie
Processing.

2. ]icgou have a siigiwtiy iarger wedding party, the Grandparents/Farents and
Bridesmaids can process to one musical selection, and the Pride can process to a
different selection. Tiiis is best for weciciings where there will not be any other
activities, such as a candle iigiwting, Pu“ing of an aisle runner, etc., happening during
the Processionai, and where there are fewer than ¢ bridesmaids Processing

3. ]]CHOU have a iarge weciciing party or iicgou will be ligi‘nting candles or Pu”ing an aisle
runner, you could choose three seParate musical selections: one for the
Granciparents/Farentsl one for the Bridesmaidsl and a final selection for the Bricie.
Tiiis creates a sligi’ntlg more segmenteci Processional, yetcan i‘ieiP i‘iigiiligiit the sPecial



activities ’caking Place during the Processiona .
5. Music cluring the ceremony.

° 5imP|c wcclcling ceremonies
You may want The Marini String E_nsemble to Perform a brief musical interlude
during the ceremony. T his is not necessary, but can be easi]y accommodated, and can be
cluite beautiful. The ligh’cing of the unit}j candle, a rose ceremony, or some other sgmbolic or

meanin {:U] esture are common laces ‘FOF us to er‘Form SUCh a WOF!(‘
Sru g P P

*  (Catholic mass wcclcling ceremonies

Catholic masses are by far the most comP]icatecl ceremonies at which we Per‘Form‘
There are usua”y many Peop]e and musicians involved in P]arming the ceremony and music for
amass. |tis highlg recommend that if there is going to be any singing, during the mass, by
either a cantor or soloist, or }39 the congregation, that a Pianist also be hired to Per‘Form at
the ceremony. ]nclucling a Pianist alleviates many of the Problems inherent in mass
ceremonies, esPeciaug those associated with congregational singing.

Sanclra will be in contact with all of the musicians, (Pianist/organist, cantor, etc.) and
with the music director at the church where the mass will be he]cl, to Plan the ceremony music.

The Marini String I nsemble genera”g Pemcorms the Fo”owing parts of the mass
alone: Fre]ucle, Frocessiona], Fresentation of the thts, Sign of Feace, Communion,
Recessional, and Postlude.

We can Pemcorm the Fo”owing parts of the mass with a Pianis’c: Responsorial Fsalm,

Gospel Acclama’cion, Mass Far’cs (Holg, Ho]g; Memoria] Acc]amation; Amen; Lamb of
(God), hymns and/orvocal selections.

A Uni’cg (Candle Ligh’cing Ceremong is not an official part of the C atholic we&&ing
mass, however many clients choose to add this meaningpul and sgmbolic ceremony to their
wec{c{ing We can certai1119 Per‘Form a musical selection cluring this part of the ceremony if it
will be ’caking Placc

o Other rcligious ceremonies
[~ ach church and religion has its own traditions and customs. Sandra will work with
you and with the music director and religious leaders from your church to ensure that these

traclitions ancl customs are respectecl anc{ ]CO”OWCC{‘ Flease Plaﬂ 9OUF ceremong careFu”H, anc{



share as much detail with Sandra as Possib]e. T his will help her to ensure that the ceremony

music is effective and aPProPriate.

6. USing vocalists and other instrumentalists in your ceremony.

The Marini String E_nsemble sometimes Per‘Forms with a vocalist ancl/or other
instrumentalists (such as a trumpeterora ﬂutist) cluring wedding ceremonies. leou would like
to inquire about the Possibili’c}j of us accompanying avocalist and/or working with other
instrumentalists, Please contact Sandra for more information. Agreat deal of Planning and
Preparation are necessary when working with musicians from outside our ensemble. lt is
Possible to do t}"nisj but can also be very comp]icated Each eventis uniclue and will be
considered inclivi&ua“g |n orderto PerForm with a vocalist, it is necessary to have at least a

string trio Per‘Forming at your event.

7. T he recessional.

Most clients choose an uPbeat Piece for their recessional. The Piece you choose for
the recessional will be Per‘Formecl inits entirety and will be P]agecl until all of the Peop]e who
Processe& into the church have exited back down the isle.

8. Thc Prcluclc and Postludc.

You may request musical selections that you would like to be Pemcormed &uring the
Pre]uc{e (the music Per‘Formecl while the guests are being seated Prior to the ceremony} and
the Postlude (the music Per‘Formecl Fo”owing the recessiona]) ]Fgou Prefer, The Marini
String [~ nsemble can choose appropriate music for the Prelude and Pos’cludc While this
music sets a mood for the Framing of your ceremony, it is not an intrinsic part of the event and
a”owing us to choose it could relieve you from the pressure of having to make yet another
decision regardingyour ceremony. Frelu&e music is genera”g s]ower, Pensive and romantic,
while Pos’clude music tends to be more upbea’c and celebratorg. You may, howeverl choose

something different clepencling on your tastes.

Sandra will be happg to assist you in the process of choosing the music for your wedding
ceremony. Flease contact her with your musical ideas and questions. Most music Planning
takes Place one month Prior to the event, although it can be done anytime after your signecl
contract and deposi’c are received. ngou have sPecial musical requests that do not appear on

our rePertoire list, Please bring them to Sandra’s attention as ear19 as Possible in the



P]arming process. Flease understand that it can take as long as six weeks to order sheet

music.

The Marini String [~ nsemble strives to Provi&e fine Personal service and careful attention
to detail while Planning for and PerForming at your event. The highest levels of Per‘Formance

aﬂd ProFessiona]ism arc alwags our Primar9 concern.



